CHAPTER XXIII

THE LIBERAL REPUBLICANS

THE Liberal Republican movement of 1872 took its
start in Missouri. During tlie war between the states,
Missouri had been a prey to a real civil war, in which
much blood had been spilled, and where churches, com-
munities, and particular families had been torn asunder.
In the agricultural districts and small towns, which were
nine tenths of the whole, nobody, whether Secessionist, or
Unionist, or neutral, could feel certain, when he went to
bed, whether he should sleep till morning, or be awakened
after midnight by a guerilla raid or a burning roof. The
contending forces were not unequally divided. The Con-
federates were the stronger half in wealth and influence,
although not in numbers, but the proximity of the Fed-
eral armies and their actual occupation of the soil gave
a preponderance to the Unionists and strangled secession
in its infancy. When the war came to an end, all the
heart-burning that it had engendered was still raging. Not
only were the Republicans in power, but the most radical
of them had control within the party. Lincoln was not
sufficiently advanced for them. They had refused to
vote for his renomination in the Convention of 1864.

In the state constitution, adopted in 1865, disfranchise-
ment and test oaths abounded. In the succeeding four
years there had been a gradual slackening of recrimina-
tion and intestine strife; and a line of cleavage broke in
the Republican ranks in 1869 which resulted in the elec-
tion of General Carl Schurz as United States Senator, on
the issueof reenfranchisementof the ex-rebels. The leaderobscure but respectable lawyer from Georgia of the name
